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MARRIAGES.  Six months notice is required; a year’s notice is recommended. 
BAPTISM PREPARATION- Please call to register. 
PRAYER MEETINGS: St. Stephen’s Prayer Group will commence on Wednesday, June 22nd. Word & 
Spirit Prayer Group Meetings will resume soon. 
OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY, TUESDAY, & THURSDAY  8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.  
WEDNESDAY, 1:00—4:30 P.M. FRIDAY - 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM  
CLOSED DAILY  12:00 - 1:00 PM 

MARIA REGINA PARISH  SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY MASSES 
Saturday Evening - 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday Morning -10:30 a.m. 

 

REGULAR WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday—No Mass 

Tuesday and Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday at 9:30 a.m. 

ST. STEPHEN’S PARISH SCHEDULE 

 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday - 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday - 9:00 a.m. 

 

 
RECONCILIATION   

1st Saturday of each month at 3:00 p.m. 
(or) 

Priest available 30 minutes before Mass 
 

St. Stephen’s Parish 
78 West Street, Stephenville, NL, A2N 1E4 
Tel (709) 643-2523  -  Fax (709) 643-9745 
Email: st.stephens.parish@nf.sympatico.ca 
Web: www.ststephensparish.com  

November 27th, 2022           First Sunday of Advent 

 
 



CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
November 20th, 2022 
 
Offertory  $1,682.00 
Capital Repairs  $80.00 
Shepherd’s Fund $ $1,349.50 
 
FRAGRANT-FREE PLACE OF WORSHIP 
We ask church parishioners and visitors to please  
remember that our place of worship is to be a  fragrant-free 
space. Some people are asthmatic and allergic to the smell of 
colognes, aftershave, and perfumes, etc. Therefore, you are 
asked to please not wear these scented items in the church at 
weekend and weekday Masses. Thank you.  
 
ESTATE PLANNING & MEMORIAM  REQUESTS 
We encourage Parishioners in their Estate and  Funeral  
Planning to consider donations to their  Parish or the  
Shepherd’s Fund  Foundation in memory of a loved one.  
St. Stephen’s In Memoriam cards are available at the back of 
the church, the Parish Office, or  Russell’s Funeral Home 
upon request. 
 
MASS INTENTIONS 
Tuesday, November 29th 

For the late Mary Alexander 
(Requested by Terry & Bernice White) 
For the late Eva Sieminski 
(Anonymous Request) 
Wednesday, November 30th 

For the late Raymond Hynes 
(Requested by Dana Sheppard) 
For the late Lena Churchill 
(Anonymous Request) 
Youth Intentions 
(Anonymous Request) 
Thursday, December 1st 

For the late Ida Walsh 
(Anonymous Request) 
Friday, December 2nd 

For the late Damien Drake 
(Anonymous Request) 
 
E-TRANSFERS 
Our parish welcomes your financial support. Envelopes can 
be dropped in the mailbox of the  Parish office door.  
Donations can also be made via email money transfer. The 
email address for  e-transfers is   
stephensparish@gmail.com. If you wish to  receive a tax 
receipt for your donation, please include your church  
envelope number in the comment section of your money 
transfer. If you do not have an envelope number, please   
include your  address so we can mail a receipt to you. Please 
note this email is for e-transfers only. 
ST. STEPHEN’S PARISH WEBSITE 
We would like to remind parishioners who miss Mass or 
would like to find out information related to upcoming events 
and activities to please visit our website at 

www.ststephensparish.com  
 
WEST STREET CEMETERY RECYCLING 
We would like to inform Parishioners that  our West Street 
Cemetery has an account with Scotia Recycling located on 
Hansen Highway. If anyone wishes, they can drop off their 
recyclables and have  donations put on the West Street  
Cemetery account. 
 
DIOCESAN VIRTUAL TOWNHALL 
Last Spring the people of the Diocese were invited to offer 
their input into the Church’s latest Synod on Communion, 
Participation and Mission.  Since then, the Diocese has draft-
ed a report, which was used by Rome, among many other 
submissions, to draft a working document entitled: “Enlarge 
the space of your tent”. Both of these documents are availa-
ble on our Diocesan Website: www.rcchurch.ca.  We encour-
age you to read them and reflect on them. In order to contin-
ue the listening process, Rome has asked each Diocese and 
each Continent to enter into a process of reflection and dis-
cussion on the document, “Enlarge the space of your 
tent” (the result of its first consultation).  The three questions 
for discussion—After having read and prayed with the  
document: 
1. What resonates most strongly with the lived experience 

of Church in your area? 
2. What questions or issues need to be addressed in the 

next steps of the process? 
3. Looking at what emerges from the first two questions, 

what further actions should be taken? 
The Diocese of Corner Brook and Labrador is hosting a virtu-
al discussion group, dealing with these questions, on  
December 1st at 7:00 p.m.  If you would like to  participate, 
please e-mail the diocese before Tuesday, November 29th at: 
diocese@nf.aibn.com  and we will send you a Zoom link.  
Feedback from this discussion will be used, by the 3-5  
diocesan delegates, at the  Continental Stage in January.  
Feedback received at our diocesan virtual discussion will also 
be used to further the discussion on our own Diocesan Report 
beginning in February, 2023. 
 
STEPHENVILLE EMERGENCY FOOD SERVICES 
CHRISTMAS HAMPER PROJECT 
Stephenville Emergency Food Services is organizing their 
annual Christmas Hamper Project. Any contribution amount 
will assist this  endeavor. Cheques should be made payable to 
Stephenville Emergency Food Services. 
 
 
 
 
UPDATE ON MEDICAL ASSISTANCE IN DYING 
When the Federal Government first introduced a Bill for 
Medical Assistance in Dying concern was expressed that it 

would lead to the increased availability and promotion of 

euthanasia, especially amongst our most vulnerable  
populations.  Year after year, our parliament has moved  

towards broadening the availability of euthanasia in Canada.  

As I write to you, parliamentary debate centers making  

euthanasia available to all those who request it, including 

those suffering from mental illness, those who are minors and 
young children with serious illnesses and conditions. Several 

requests have already been made by people who were  

rendered homeless for long periods of time or who were  
unable to secure supportive services in their time of need 

(rather than killing them, we should help them).  Recent  

opinion pieces in major U.S. newspapers (New York Times 
and Washington Post) have questioned if Canada is not  

targeting the poor and the disabled in expanding eligibility  

criteria.  Fearing the consequences, and drawing on the  
teachings of the Church on life issues, I urge all Catholics to 

do their best to remain informed on this issue, to speak out 

whenever possible (especially now, while this is being  
debated in parliament), to support those who might find 

themselves in need of care and human compassion, and to 
support those efforts that alleviate poverty and discrimination 

towards those living with disabilities, a dependent condition 

or mental illness. God calls us to be advocates for those who 
are weak and vulnerable.     
 
WEEK ONE OF ADVENT—HOPE 

Dear Jesus, You are the hope in our busy world. As we begin 

this Advent, help us slow down, listen to your voice, and 

focus on what’s really important. May you find us watching 

and waiting in joy when you come. We place our hope in you 

as we prepare our hearts to celebrate your birth in Christ-

mas. Amen.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WEDNESDAY MASS CANCELLED 
Please note that Mass on Wednesday, November 30th, will be 
cancelled due to a funeral.  
 
SPECIAL MASS FOR THE SICK  
Next Friday, December 2nd, our Special Mass for the sick will 
be celebrated followed by the Exposition of the Blessed  
Sacrament. Mass will begin as usual at 9:30 a.m. and the 
Exposition will end at 12:00 p.m. All are welcome. 
 
CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS MUSIC          Ste-
phen’s Fund Raising Committee will be  hosting a  
Celebration of Christmas Music” on Wednesday, December 
7th, at 7:00 p.m. at St. Stephen’s Church West Street. Doors 
will open at 6:00 p.m. Admission is $5.00 at the door. Thank 
you in advance for your support. *Masks are highly  
recommended. 
 
ST. ANNE’S GUILD CHRISTMAS BAKE SALE 
The St. Anne’s Guild will be holding their Christmas Bake 
Sale on November 27th from 2:00 p.m.— 4:00 p.m. We are 
asking the parishioners for their help in this endeavour. 
Baked goods can be dropped off at the St. Anne’s Hall after 
the 6:00 p.m. Mass on November 26th or after Sunday Mass.  
 
 

RCIA PROGRAM REGISTRATION 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) sessions begin 
in Advent and continuing to Holy Week. The program being 
used is called Symbolon, The Catholic Faith Explained, and 
Part 1: Knowing the Faith consists of 10 DVD sessions.  
Although this program is primarily for non-Catholics  who 
are seeking to learn more about the Catholic faith, any  
member of our Catholic community who would like to  
participate in these sessions are also welcome to register. 
After completing these sessions, new members will be  
initiated into our Catholic Christian faith at the Easter Vigil 
on Holy Saturday. If you would like to register for these  
sessions please call the Parish Office at 709-643-2523 or 
email us at st.stephens.parish@nf.sympatico.ca Deadline to 
register is Sunday, December 4th. There is also a registration 
sheet at the back of the Church. 
 
OUR LADY OF MERCY ANNUAL CHRISTMAS  
CONCERT 
Our Lady of Mercy’s Annual Christmas Concert will take 
place 8:00 p.m. December 3rd at the Gym. Featuring house 
band Smuggler’s Cove and the best local talent our area has 
to offer, this show will definitely put you in the Christmas 
spirit. Tickets are $20 and are available at     Debbie’s Video 
and Elaine’s Variety. We hope to see you there. 
 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 
The annual Knights of Columbus children’s Christmas party 
will take place on Sunday, December 11th, 2022, from 2:00-
4:00 p.m. at the Santa Maria Club. The party is open to chil-
dren and Grandchildren 13 years of age or younger of mem-
bers in good standing. Please register before Sunday, Decem-
ber 4th. To register, call 643-2557 and leave a message stating 
your name, child's name and age and whether boy or girl.  
Thank You in advance. 
 
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 
We encourage you to consider volunteering for one of our 
church ministries. Please call the Parish office or Debbie at 
649-1958 for more information. 

http://www.rcchurch.ca
mailto:diocese@nf.aibn.com

