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MARRIAGES.  Six months notice is required; a year’s notice is recommended. 
BAPTISM PREPARATION-    Please call to register. 
 
PRAYER MEETINGS: St. Stephen’s Prayer Group will commence on Wednesday, June 22nd. Word & 
Spirit Prayer Group Meetings will resume soon. 
OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY - 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm,  
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY  8:30 am - 4:30 pm,  FRIDAY - 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 
CLOSED DAILY  12:00 - 1:00 PM 

MARIA REGINA PARISH  SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY MASSES 
Saturday Evening - 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday Morning -10:30 a.m. 

 

REGULAR WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday and Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 9:30 a.m. 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PARISH SCHEDULE 

 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday - 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday - 9:00 a.m. 

 

 
ROSARY  

Saturdays at 11:00 a.m.  
RECONCILIATION   

Priest available 30 minutes before Mass 
 

St. Stephen’s Parish 
78 West Street, Stephenville, NL, A2N 1E4 
Tel (709) 643-2523  -  Fax (709) 643-9745 
Email: st.stephens.parish@nf.sympatico.ca 
Web: www.ststephensparish.com  

June 26th, 2022                   13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
 
Confirmation is the second sacrament of  
Christian initiation. It is called Chrismation (in 
the Eastern Churches: anointing with holy My-
ron or chrism) because the essential rite of the 
sacrament is anointing with chrism. It is called 
Confirmation because it confirms and strength-
ens baptismal grace. It is conferred by "the 
anointing with Sacred Chrism (oil mixed with 
balsam and consecrated by the bishop), which is 
done by the laying on of the hand of the minister 
who pronounces the sacramental words proper to 
the rite". Anointing with oil has all  
theses meaning in the Sacramental life. The  
pre-baptismal anointing with the oil of  
Catechumens signifies  cleansing and  
strengthening; the anointing of the sick expresses 
healing and comfort. The post-baptismal  
anointing with Sacred Chrism in Confirmation 
and Ordination is the sign of  consecration. The 
Christians who are anointed at the time of  
Confirmation, share more completely in the  
mission of Jesus Christ through the fullness of 
the Holy Spirit who comes to us at the time of 
Confirmation. There is also another beautiful and 
meaningful change that takes place in a person 
who is Confirmed at the Confirmation  
ceremony. The person is marked with the "Seal 
of the Holy Spirit". A seal is a symbol of a  
person, a sign of personal authority or ownership 
of an object. As we read through the history, sol-
diers were marked with their leader's seal and 
slaves with their master's. In the same way eve-
ryone who receives the 
Holy Spirit at the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation is 
being marked with the 
"Seal of Christ", who is 
our Lord and Master. 
WHO CAN RECEIVE 
THIS  
SACRAMENT? 
 

Every baptized person not yet confirmed can and 
should receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
Since Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist form 
a unity, it is good that the faithful are obliged to 
receive this Sacrament at the appropriate time. 
Without receiving Confirmation and Eucharist, 
Baptism is certainly valid and effective but 
Christian Initiation remains incomplete.  
 
THE MINISTER OF CONFIRMATION  
 
The original minister of Confirmation is the 
Bishop. In some special case the Bishop can give 
the faculty of administering Confirmation to 
Priests. Mostly the Bishop is the minister of the 
Sacrament of the Confirmation, because he has 
the fullness of the Sacrament of Holy Orders 
who are successors of the apostles. 
 
THE EFFECTS OF CONFIRMATION 
 
It is evident from its celebration that the effect of 
the Sacrament of Confirmation is the special  
outpouring of the Holy Spirit as it was on the day 
of Pentecost.  
• Confirmation brings an increase and         

deepening of baptismal grace 
• It makes us to be rooted in God the Father 

more deeply 
• It unites us more firmly to Christ 
• It increases the gifts of the Holy Spirit in us 
• It renders our bond with the Church more 

perfect 
• It gives us a special strength of the Holy 

Spirit to spread and defend the faith by word 
and action as true witnesses of Christ, to  
confess the name of Christ boldly and never 
to be ashamed of the Cross.  



CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
June 19th 
 
 
Offertory    $2,691.00 
Parish Dues   $20.00 
Building Fund   $65.00 
Initial Offering  $5.00 
Pope’s Pastoral Work  $15.00 
Good Friday   $5.00 
 
ESTATE PLANNING & MEMORIAM   
REQUESTS 
We encourage Parishioners in their Estate 
and Funeral Planning to consider donations 
to their Parish or the Shepherd’s Fund Foun-
dation in memory of a loved one. 
 
MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday, June 27th 

For the late Fred Doucette 
For the late Genevieve Chaisson 
For the late Nicholas Junior Pittman & de-
ceased family members 
Tuesday, June 28th 

For the late Isobel White 
For the late Clarence White 
Wednesday, June 29th 

For the late Stephen O’Quinn 
For the late Aaron Gallant 
Thursday, June 30

th 

For the late Nicholas Junior Pittman & de-
ceased family members 
Youth Intentions 
Friday, July 1st 

 
 
E-TRANSFERS 
Our parish welcomes your financial support.  
Envelopes can be dropped in the mailbox of 
the Parish office door. Donations can also be 

made via email money transfer. The email  
address for e-transfers is  
stephensparish@gmail.com. If you wish to  
receive a tax receipt for your donation, please 
include your church envelope number in the 
comment section of your money transfer. If 
you do not have an envelope number, please 
include your  address so we can mail a re-
ceipt to you. Please note this email is for e-
transfers only. 
 
CANADA DAY 
July 1st is celebrated as Canada’s birthday. 
Canadians should seek to be witnesses to 
Christ in  
Canada and the world and to continue work-
ing to  influence those in government to act 

from Christian principles and 
attitudes. Christians, realizing 
they do not have a lasting home 
here, should pray and work for 
justice and peace in Canada and 
throughout the world, so that all 

God’s people may share in the goods of this 
earth. God’s kingdom will come only when 
all people are ready to let Christ’s teaching 
guide and rule their lives and actions.  
 
FEAST OF SAINTS PETER AND 
PAUL—JUNE 29th 
This week the Church celebrates the Feast 
Day of Saints Peter and Paul. St. Peter was 
one of the 12 Apostles and was made the first 
Pope of the Church by Christ himself (see 
Mat. 16:18). St. Paul was a Pharisee and per-
secuted Christians in his early days but had a 
miraculous conversion on his way to  
Damascus (see Acts 26:9-18). Both Peter and 
Paul were Bishops, working tirelessly to con-
vert Jews and gentiles to the true Faith of Je-

sus Christ. Both were martyred in Rome—
Paul by beheading and Peter by being  
crucified upside-down as he did not think 
himself worthy to die in the same way as Our 
Lord. Let us ask for the intercession of Saints 
Peter and Paul, pillars of the Church and stal-
warts of faith.  
 
REFLECTION 
Today’s readings take us back to the basics, 
inviting us to reflect honestly on our deepest 
priorities in life. In today’s Gospel, from 
Luke, Christ refers to the struggle to put Him 
above all else as He encounters two  ‘would 
be’ disciples on His way to Jerusalem. 
“Follow me,” Jesus says to the first man. 
“But” he replied, “Lord, let me go first and 
bury my father.” The other said, “I will  
follow you, Lord, but first let me say farewell 
to my family at home.” These two want to 
follow Christ but only on their own terms, 
only after taking care of some other, more 
pressing matters (at least in their own 
minds). To this, Christ says thanks but no 
thanks! Following Him requires an unquali-
fied “yes” not a “yes but…” We are called to 
put Christ and His kingdom ahead of our 
own plans if we truly wish to be his disciples 
and to find victory in the battle of selfishness. 
Living stewardship as a way of life can go a 
long way in arming us for victory. Steward-
ship living provides us with a custom-made 
“training plan” — the commitment to a spe-
cific offering of our time, talent, and treasure 
to the Kingdom of God. It is a plan discerned 
through prayer and by looking at the realities 
of our unique circumstances, strengths, and 
limitations. The daily discipline of commit-
ting to the plan strengthens us and helps us 
gradually move away from the “yes but” atti-
tude and towards an unqualified “yes!” to 

Christ and His will. Do not be afraid to give 
the best of yourself and your gifts to Christ. 
He deserves nothing less. And this way of 
life, while challenging, will be characterized 
by a joy and peace that only comes from liv-
ing for Him. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFICE CLOSURE 
The Parish office will be closed on Friday, 
July 1st,  for Canada Day. If you need a priest 
call 643-2523. Have a safe and happy long 
weekend!  
 
SPECIAL MASS FOR THE SICK AND 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED  SAC-
RAMENT 
Next Friday, July 1st, we will be celebrating 
our Healing Mass for the Sick followed by 
the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Mass will begin as usual at 9:30 a.m. and the 
Exposition will end at 12:00 p.m. All are 
welcome. 
 
VOLUNTEER FOR GARDENING 
Please consider volunteering your services  
to help with maintaining the Parish flower 
beds. If you are interested, please call Debbie 
Wilton at 649-1958.  


