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MARRIAGES.  Six months notice is required; a year’s notice is recommended. 
BAPTISM PREPARATION-    Please call to register. 

 
PRAYER MEETINGS:  
St. Stephen’s Prayer Group and  Word & Spirit Prayer Group Meetings have been cancelled until further 
notice due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY - 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm,  
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY  8:30 am - 4:30 pm,  FRIDAY - 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM   
CLOSED DAILY  12:00 - 1:00 PM 

MARIA REGINA PARISH  SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY MASSES 
Saturday Evening - 6:00 P.M. 
Sunday Morning -10:30 A.M. 

 

REGULAR WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday and Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 9:30 a.m. 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PARISH SCHEDULE 

 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday - 4:30 P.M 
Sunday - 9:00 A.M. 

 

 
ROSARY  

Saturdays at 11:00 am  
RECONCILIATION   

By Appointment  
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June 13th, 2021               11th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
“To what shall we compare the Kingdom of God, or what parable can we 
use for it?  It is like a mustard seed that, when it is sown in the ground, is 

the smallest of all the seeds on the earth.  But once it is sown, it springs up 
and becomes the largest of plants…”   

Mark 4:30-32 
 

It is amazing to think about.  This tiny seed has so much potential.  That little 
seed has within it the potential to become the largest of plants, a source of food, and a 
dwelling place for the birds of the air. 

 
Perhaps this analogy that Jesus uses does not impress us as much as it should 

because we know that all plants begin with a seed.  But try to think about this wonder of 
the physical world.  Try to think about how so much potential is packed into that little 
seed. 

 
This reality reveals the fact that Jesus wants to use each one of us for the building 

up of His Kingdom.  We may feel as though we cannot do much, that we are not as gift-
ed as others, that we will not be able to make much of a difference, but that’s not 
true.  The truth is that each one of us is packed with unbelievable potential that God 
wants to bring to fruition.  He wants to bring forth from our lives glorious blessings for 
the world.  All we must do is allow Him to work. 

 
Like a seed, we must allow ourselves to be planted in the fertile soil of His mercy 

through faith and surrender to His divine will.  We must be watered by daily prayer and 
allow the rays of the Son of God to shine on us so that He can bring forth from us all 
that He desires and has planned from the foundation of the world.   

 
Reflect, today, upon the incredible potential that God has placed within your 

soul.  He made you with the intention to bring forth His Kingdom through you and to 
do so in an abundant way.  It is your responsibility to simply believe this and to allow 
God to do what He desires to do in your life. 

 
Lord, I love You and thank You for all that You have done in my life.  I thank 

You, in advance, for all that You still desire of me.  I pray that I may daily surrender to 
You so that You can come and nourish me with Your grace, bringing forth from my life 

an abundance of good fruit.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Mark%204.30-32


MASS INTENTIONS 
Please note that even though in person Mass is 
not happening at the moment, the priests are 
still saying private Mass and Mass will continue 
to be livestreamed on our Facebook page. 
 
Monday, June 14th 

For the late Jimmy Donough 
Tuesday, June 15th 

For the late Theresa Davis 
Wednesday, June 16th 

For the late Allan Abbott 
Thursday, June 17th 

Intentions for Tony Keating 
Friday, June 18th 

 
FACEBOOK LIVESTREAM 
For our Parishioners who are unable to attend 
Mass in person, we also live-stream our Masses 
on Facebook. You can find us by going to the 
following website: https://www.facebook.com/
stephens.parish.54  
 
BAPTISMAL PREPARATION 
If you wish to have your child Baptized, please 
call the office at 643-2523 to register. Baptisms 
will be done by appointment only due to COVID-
19.  
 
E-TRANSFERS 
Our parish still welcomes your fi-
nancial support. Envelopes can be 
dropped in the mailbox of the 
Parish office door. Donations can al-
so be made via email money transfer. The email 
address for e-transfers is stephenspar-
ish@gmail.com. If you wish to receive a tax re-
ceipt for your donation, please include your 
church envelope number in the comment section 
of your money transfer. If you do not have an en-
velope number, please include your address so 
we can mail a receipt to you. Please note this 
email is for e-transfers only. 
 
POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR 
THE MONTH OF JUNE 
Evangelization: The beauty of marriage - Let 
us pray for young people who are preparing for 

marriage with the support of a Christian commu-
nity: may they grow in love, with generosity, 
faithfulness and patience. (Ordo 2020-2021 - Li-
turgical Calendar with Guidelines for Pastoral 
Liturgy: Lectionary: Sundays and Solemnities 
Year B, Lectionary: Weekdays Year 1, Canadian 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, CCCB Publica-
tion, Ottawa, (Ontario), p257) 
 
BISHOP’S OF CANADA LAUNCHES NEW 
NATIONAL PROGRAM—REPORTING 
SEXUAL ABUSE COMMITTED BY OR 
COVERED UP BY A BISHOP 
On May 6th, 2021 the Bishops of Canada 
launched a national bilingual service for reporting 
situations of sexual abuse committed by, or cov-
ered up by a bishop who is presently active or 
retired from ministry in a diocese in Canada. This 
reporting system can be accessed online at 
BishopReportingSystem.ca or toll free—1-800-
892-3737. For more information on the reported 
system please go to our Diocesan Web Page: 
www.rcchurch.com. 
 
PRAYER/REFLECTION—THE SEED 
THAT GROWS BY ITSELF 
On many an idle day have I grieved 
over lost time. But it is never lost, 
my Lord. You have taken every 
moment of my life in your own 
hands. Hidden in the heart of things 
you are nourishing the seeds into 
sprouts, buds into blossoms, and ripening flowers 
into fruitfulness. I was tired and sleeping on my 
idle bed and imagining all work had ceased. In 
the morning I woke up and found my garden full 
with wonders of flowers. (By Rabindranath Ta-
gore) (Flor McCarthy, New Sunday & Holy Day 
Liturgies: Year B, Dominican Publications, Dub-
lin (Ireland), 1999, p. 222) 
 
EZEKIEL 17:22-24; CORINTHIANS 5:6-10; 
MARK 4:26-34 
Our consumerist culture and media brainwashes 
us to expect almost instant, visible results - for 
anything. But that’s seldom how God works. 
1) God’s time vs. our time 

a) “Days are coming,” says the Lord, when 
[something good] will happen. This is a fa-
vorite expression of Amos, Jeremiah, and St. 
Paul in his Letter to the Hebrews. 

b) Our reaction: “Great - but when? We could 
use it now!” Our instant gratification training 
kicks in, something making us doubt that God 
will fulfill the promise. 

c) Those “days that are coming” may not arrive 
in our lifetime, but they will come. We must 
accept that. “For who has known the mind of 
the Lord?” (Romans 11:34). 

 
2) We must learn patience with growth in holi-
ness: The Kingdom of God is within us. 
a) We expect God to be very thrilled that we ask 

for something good and that God jumps on it, 
as He seemingly did with Solomon’s request 
for wisdom. But Solomon’s wisdom may not 
have arrived fully mature and instantaneous-
ly.  

b) We commonly request for ourselves good 
things such as strength to overcome a habitual 
fault or sin; greater self-discipline, relief from 
impediments, a deeper spiritual life, relief 
from debt, and numerous other petitions. 

c) We may typically request good things for oth-
ers such as return to faith, good marriage and 
career decisions, return to good health, find-
ing employment, and numerous others. 

 
3) We can draw lessons about the Kingdom 
of God from the parable of the seed. 
a) Growth toward fruition is part of the King-

dom’s DNA. In spite of seeming obstructions, 
it is inexorable. The only question is whether 
we will be a part of it.  

b) The Kingdom’s growth is often hidden—
“underground” or behind the scenes.  

c) Poet John Milton observed, “God doth not 
need / Either man’s work or his own gifts; 
who best pleased when we accept, for the 
time being, our limitations.” “They also serve 
who only stand and wait.  

d) St. Mother Teresa: “God did not call me to  
be successful; God calls me to be faithful.” 

Thomas Merton: “Be content that you are not 
yet a saint.”  

e) Doing nothing, however, is not the lesson of 
the Gospel parable. Building the 
Kingdom is a cooperative ven-
ture. 

 
HOW CAN WE HELP YOU IN 
PRAYER THIS WEEK? 
Let us pray: As our longing for the reception of 
Holy Communion, O Lord, which foreshadows 
the union of the faithful in you, so it may bring 
about unity in your Church. Through Christ Our 
Lord. Amen. (Resurrection Ministries of the Con-
gregation of the Resurrection Ontario-Kentucky 
Province, Celebrating the Word, 
Waterloo (Ontario, Canada, p.2) 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE 
Our Marriage Preparation Course that was sched-
uled for Saturday, June 12th, has been cancelled 
due to our region’s switch to Alert Level 4. We 
are sorry for any inconvenience this may cause. 
 
SUMMER VOLUNTEERS 
St. Stephen’s Parish is looking for volunteers to 
assist with Masses during the summer. If you are 
interested, please contact the Parish office. 
 
SUMMER STUDENT POSITION 
St. Stephen’s Parish has been approved for one 
summer student position. Position duties include 
general office work and assisting with various 
church activities. The position starts July 8th. If 
interested, please email resume to 
st.stephens.parish@nf.sympatico.ca or drop off a 
copy at the Parish office. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
St. Stephen’s Parish will be having their final 
Parish Council meeting for the year this Wednes-
day, June 16th, following Mass. If you are unable 
to attend, please call the Parish office and let us 
know. 


