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MARRIAGES.  Six months notice is required; a year’s notice is recommended. 
 

BAPTISM PREPARATION- Will be starting again on September 26, at 7:00  Please call to register. 
MASS FOR THE SICK-The First Friday of every month 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT.  The 3rd Sunday of the month beginning at  
2:00 P.M. and ending with Benediction at 4:00 P.M  
 
PRAYER MEETINGS:  
St. Stephen’s Prayer Group — Wednesday at 7:45 P.M. in the Parish Meeting Room.   
Word & Spirit Prayer Group — Tuesday at 8:00 P.M. in St. Anne’s Hall. 
 
OFFICE HOURS:  MONDAY - 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm 
   TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY  8:30 am - 4:30 pm,  
   FRIDAY - 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM   CLOSED DAILY  12:00 - 1:00 PM 

MARIA REGINA PARISH  SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY MASSES 
Saturday Evening - 6:00 P.M. 
Sunday Morning -10:30 A.M. 

 

ROSARY  
Saturdays from 11:00 am  
RECONCILIATION   

Saturdays at 3:00 P.M.; or anytime by request 

ST. STEPHEN’S PARISH SCHEDULE 

 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday - 4:30 P.M 
Sunday - 9:00 A.M. 

 

REGULAR WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday and Wednesday at 7:00 P.M.. 

Tuesday, Thursday and  Friday at 9:30 A.M. 
Thursday Adoration 10 A.M.  -  12 NOON 
1st Friday - Acadian Village - 2:00 P.M. 

3rd Friday - Silverwood Manor - 2:30 P.M. 

St. Stephen’s Parish 
78 West Street, Stephenville, NL, A2N 1E4 
Tel (709) 643-2523  -  Fax (709) 643-9745 
Email: st.stephens.parish@nf.sympatico.ca 
Web: www.ststephensparish.com  

January 5, 2020        Epiphany of the Lord 
 
“Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him 
homage.” 
Matthew 2: 1-12 
   
In the company of friends . . . 
  
Twenty years ago, Carine Tarazi suffered a brain injury in high school that confined her to a wheelchair for 
a year. She limps with the help of an electronic leg brace and her right arm barely functions, but she lives 
an independent, fulfilling life as a writer and editor. 
  
At the time of the injury, she felt powerless; Carine had resigned herself to a future that would be limited 
and dependent on others. But, as she writes in an essay in The Boston Globe [May 28, 2017], life did not 
play out as she feared:  
  
“When I showed up at college, head shaven from my latest surgery, walking with a cane and wearing a big 
plastic leg brace, I expected the cold shoulder from my classmates. I was surprised to find that those who 
studiously ignored me were remarkably rare. Most people just wanted to make friends. Best of all, my ad-
venturous roommate couldn’t accept my physical weakness as an impediment of any kind. Kim and I went 
on overnight road trips and to raucous concerts while my parents peeked through their fingers. Somehow, 
instead of falling, the sky raised itself a little higher . . . 
  
“Back when I could barely walk for an hour at a time, Alice insisted on hiking with me, pushing me, some-
times literally, up every steep hill. Andy taught me to swim again, gripping my hands and walking back-
ward through the pool as I kicked. Just last year, I sat on a bicycle with the help of Kim’s husband, who 
did his utmost to hold it upright and jog alongside while I clung desperately to the handlebars . . .  
  
“I’m fortunate to have friends who, consciously or not, protect me from difficult situations. I’m also lucky 
to have met many strangers who went out of their way to help me: the old man who spoke no English and 
simply led me by the hand to his own subway seat; the woman who sprang up and raced out of a cafe to 
rescue my thermos when she saw it catapult out of my grasp and onto a busy road; everyone who’s 
helped me across the street when my brace wasn’t working quite right; on and on. I remember these peo-
ple even years later, though some disappeared without telling me their names.” 
  
Carine now lives on her own, has established a successful career, drives and travels. She needs help now 
and then and has to take her time, “but I can always get the help I need, and I do what I can when I see 
someone else struggling. I used to believe I was alone against blind chance and the unknown.  Thanks, 
stranger, for the lesson.” 
  
Our lives are a journey through time, in which we seek fulfillment, purpose, meaning. Carine 
Tarazi’s journey is complicated by her physical limitations — her journey is as much about 
learning to travel as the destination. But she manages because of the “stars” she follows: the 
good friends who refuse to let her miss out on life in all its excitement and joy.  On our journeys 
through this life, we discover “stars” that help us find our way; we meet “magi” whose wisdom 
and grace help us discern our course; we find the gift of God’s presence in the Bethlehem of our 
own hearts. Like Carine’s learning to trust her dedicated and caring friends, our own everyday 
odyssey is a continuing “epiphany” for meaning, for purpose, for the things of God that, often 
unnoticed and unappreciated, are part of every human experience, treasures that we often 
come to realize only with the help of those who travel with us.   
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RECEIVED WITH THANKS Dec 28-29: 
Offertory                                               $        2134.85 
Christmas/Christmas Eve                      $         850.00 
Advent Folders                                      $         112.00 
 
SCENT-FREE: Please be aware that some  
people have allergic reactions to perfumes and oth-
er scents. Your cooperation in this matter is greatly 
appreciated! 
 
2020 SUNDAY MISSALS :Are now available at 
the back of the Church or at the office cost is $5.00. 
 
CHILDREN'S 2020 SUNDAY MISSALS:  
Are now available at the office cost is $10.00 . 

 
 

 
 
 
 

CANCELLATION OF DAILY MASS: With the 
winter approaching us we want to remind you, as is 

the practise throughout the diocese and in all par-
ishes, including the cathedral parish, daily mass 
will be cancelled on days when schools are 
closed. If school is closed for the morning and 
morning mass has been scheduled, mass too is 
cancelled. If schools are closed for the afternoon, 
any evening masses scheduled are also cancelled .. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH CONCERNS: If you have a concern in 
the Parish, we are always willing to listen. Whether 
by e-mail, telephone, or letter, you have the right to 
express your needs and ideas. However, the Parish is 
only able to respond to written concerns if they are 
signed. We are not capable of answering to anony-
mous correspondence.  

 
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP: Meetings take 
place at St. Anne’s Hall the first Wednesday of each 
month,  at 7:30 p.m. For more information please 
call all Joan at 643-3425 or Joyce at 643-3021. 

 
OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS (OA): Are you 
struggling with unhealthy eating behaviours? We 
are a support group whose program is based on 
physical, emotional and spiritual healing. We are a 
Twelve Step program for serious eating problems. 
Call 709-738-1742, email info.oa.nl@gmail.com 
or visit our website: oanl.org.  
 
STEPHENVILLE FOOD BANK: For the Month 
of October coffee and tea is the requested item but 
any donations of food are greatly appreciated.  
 
STEWARDSHIP COFFEE TIME: Will take 
place on Sunday Jan 19, 2019 after Mass in the 
downstairs meeting room of the Church at St. Ste-
phen's Parish. Please join us for a tea or coffee, a 
sandwich or a cookie as we gather together in Fel-
lowship!  

 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY CAFÉ: 

Continuing every 3rd Thursday of the month the 
Knights of Columbus will be hosting the Community 
Cafe at the Santa Maria Club from 11:00 AM – 1:00 
PM. If you are interested in volunteering for this 
event and making a difference in the lives of many in 

our community please call Bob Miller at 643-2632 or 
Clyde Russell at 721-0127. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Note of Thanks: 
 
To all our Parishioners, we the priests would like 
to extend a warm thanks for all your kindnesses 
during this Christmas season. For support, gifts, 
and constant prayer, we are genuinely apprecia-
tive. The support of the community makes it pos-

sible for priests to continue joyfully in ministry 
to you, the People of God. As we continue the 
Holy Season of Christmas, we go through many 
feast day commemorating important figures of 
our Faith: the Holy Innocents, St. Stephen, the 
Holy Family, and the Blessed Virgin Mary. We 
join our prayers to theirs, and ask that Almighty 
God and His Saints bless you and your family 
now, and throughout the coming year. 
 
Christmas Prayer with Mary: 
Throughout the year, the last prayer of the day is 
one asking for the prayers of the Virgin Mother 
of God. All through the Advent and Christmas 
Season, up until Candlemas Day, this prayer is 
called the Alma Mater, the Loving Mother. It is 
traditionally the last prayer before bed, and has 
been for centuries. Here it is, in full    
(an English translation by Fr. White): 
 
Loving Mother of the Redeemer 
Gate of Heaven, and Star of the Sea 
Assist thy people who have fallen yet strive to 
rise again. 
To the wonderment of nature, you bore your Cre-
ator, 
Yet remained a virgin after, as before. 
You who received Gabriel's “Ave”, 
have mercy on us poor sinners. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR  
THE WEEK OF JANUARY  6-10 
 
MONDAY JAN 6, 7:00 P.M. 
For the late Alonzo & Marie Gibbons 
For the late Jim Woodford  
For the intentions of  Chelsey Duffenais 
 
TUESDAY JAN 7, 9:30 A.M. 
For the late For the late Richard & Mary O'Brien 
For the late Marg Levesque 
For the intentions of  Susan Sweetland 
 
WEDNESDAY JAN 8, 7:00 P.M. 
For deceased members of the Hawco family 
For the late Martha, Hugh & Angelina Collier 
For the intentions of Monica Brake 
 
THURSDAY JAN 9, 9:30 A.M. 
For the late Melvin MacNeil 
For the late Vern Abbott 
For the intentions Irene Hall 
 
FRIDAY JAN 10, 9:30A.M. 
For the late Geraldine Rita Young 
For the late Denis & Marie Pellerin 
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