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MARRIAGES.  Six months notice is required; a year’s notice is recommended. 
BAPTISM PREPARATION-    Please call to register. 

 
PRAYER MEETINGS:  
St. Stephen’s Prayer Group and  Word & Spirit Prayer Group Meetings have been cancelled until further 
notice due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY - 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm,  
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY  8:30 am - 4:30 pm,  FRIDAY - 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM   
CLOSED DAILY  12:00 - 1:00 PM 

MARIA REGINA PARISH  SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY MASSES 
Saturday Evening - 6:00 P.M. 
Sunday Morning -10:30 A.M. 

 

REGULAR WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday and Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 9:30 a.m. 

ST. STEPHEN’S PARISH SCHEDULE 

 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday - 4:30 P.M 
Sunday - 9:00 A.M. 

 

 
ROSARY  

Saturdays at 11:00 am  
RECONCILIATION   

By Appointment  

St. Stephen’s Parish 
78 West Street, Stephenville, NL, A2N 1E4 
Tel (709) 643-2523  -  Fax (709) 643-9745 
Email: st.stephens.parish@nf.sympatico.ca 
Web: www.ststephensparish.com  

January 24th, 2021     3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 Our readings today focus on the vital attributes of being a disciple of Christ.  

 The Gospel of John portrays these attributes as he bears witness to Jesus’ first disciples. 

Upon seeing Jesus, John proclaims, “Behold, the Lamb of God.” The lamb is a reference to the 

Jewish sacrificial offering at Passover and reveals Jesus as Savior. Once the two that were with 

John heard this, they immediately followed Jesus. Jesus turned to them and asked, “What are 

you looking for?” They responded with, “Rabbi, where are you staying?”  

 Imagine Jesus asking you, “What are you looking for?" We might respond with answers 

like a better job, more kids, retirement, or any number of things that we think will make our lives 

better. The things we seek may be righteous, but as disciples of Christ, we should first and fore-

most seek the Kingdom of God. If we strive to respond to Jesus’ question in the same way the 

first disciples responded, essentially by asking, “Where are you, Lord?” then we will not be dis-

appointed with the outcome.  

 Our story of Jesus’ first disciples concludes with Andrew intentionally sharing the Good 

News of Christ to his brother Simon Peter. Andrew had the gift of meeting the Lord and did not 

hoard it to himself. Instead, he sought his brother and proclaimed what he had experienced, 

which serves as a reminder for us. Our calling is to be missionary disciples — to seek the Lord 

and share what we have found. Our faith is a gift! We should strive to share this gift with others. 

  



RECEIVED WITH THANKS 
January 10th - $2,266.00 
January 17th - $2153.90 
 
SCENT-FREE 
Please be aware that some people have aller-
gic reactions to perfumes and other scents. 
Your cooperation in this matter is greatly 
appreciated. 
 
MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday, January 25th 

For the late Laurence Parsons 
For the late Allan Alexander 
Tuesday, January 26th 

For the late Tillie O'Neill 
Wednesday, January 27th 

For the late Evelyn Martin 
Thursday, January 28th 

For the late Blanche Yeadon 
For the late Douglas and Margaret White and 
Deceased Family Members 
Friday, January 29th 

For the late Allan Alexander 
 
BAPTISMAL PREPARATION 
If you wish to have your child Baptized, please 
call the office at 643-2523 to register. Baptisms 
will be done by appointment only due to 
COVID-19. This preparation is for parents and 
Godparents. We offer an update on the meaning 
of this Sacrament together with a practical walk-
through of the liturgy. 
 
4 YOUTH 
January 28th is the feast day of St. Thomas Aqui-
nas. He was a very good student, top in his class. 
He joined the Order of Saint Dominic against his 
parents’ wishes and persevered in his vocation. 
He studied under St. Albert the Great and he be-
gan teaching and publishing his first works at the 
age of 21. He received his doctorate at age 31. 
He wrote and preached often and his works are 
still studied today. He was one of the greatest 
and most influential theologians of all time. As 
you continue your student work this month - be it 
exams, projects or presentations - say a prayer to 

St. Thomas since he is the patron saint of all uni-
versities and students. You can find A Students 
Prayer (by St. Thomas Aquinas), published by 
Catholic Online on You Tube. 
 
DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE 
is the official international development organi-
zation of the Catholic Church in Canada and the 
Canadian member of Caritas Internationalis. It 
was created by the Canadian Conference of 
Catholic Bishops in 1967. 1. Become a Member 
or renew your membership: Development and 
Peace is a democratic social movement that sup-
ports partners in the Global South. Development 
and Peace builds awareness in Canada about the 
causes of poverty in the world and invites Cana-
dians to participate in actions that bring about 
change. Membership means: being part of an in-
ternational movement for social justice, adding 
your voice to those who work for justice and 
peace, being invited to participate in local educa-
tion and fundraising initiatives and participating 
and voting at regional assemblies. You can sign 
up on our website www.devp.org or contact Pa-
tricia Walsh Warren - pwalsh@devp.org  
 
SCRIPTURE REFLECTION 
1) The message of Jonah (Jonah 3: 1-5, 10)  
a) If we were to write the book Jonah today, we 

might move the location from Nineveh to Las 
Vegas (or similar place). Jonah-like figures 
often appear in cartoons, announcing the end 
of the world.  

b) We would take them seriously as the original 
audience of the Book of Jo-
nah took that story - as a 
joke.  

c) Yet the author of this satiri-
cal book was claiming that 
the impossible can happen. 
Even Sin City can be converted. God’s wrath 
can be turned aside by prayer and penance 
and by a change of heart on the part of people 
who stop going in the wrong direction.  

2) The message of Jesus faces a similarly im-
possible situation (Mark 1: 14-20)  

a) The powerful Roman Empire was going in its 
own direction. The people of Israel needed a 
religious revival as well as a deliverance 
from oppression.  

b) Jesus preaches Good News, the Gospel. 
God’s kingdom is coming. In Jesus the king-
dom has already come. The Son of God has 
arrived on earth to become a human being 
and change history.  

c) The future looks bright for those who turn 
their lives around and follow Him. He will 
teach God’s ways and make God’s paths 
known: the ways of truth, the paths of com-
passion and love (Psalm 25).  

3) We and the Apostles  
a) Jesus did not expect to do this by Himself. 

He called His first Apostles: Peter and An-
drew, James and John. They would continue 
the proclamation of the Good News. They 
dropped everything and followed him.  

b) Jesus calls each of us to share in the apostolic 
mission. The kingdom of God cannot come if 
only a select few proclaim it. We will always 
need leaders but we need the 
whole People of God to 
“abound in good works 
(today’s opening prayer) so 
that Jesus’ mission can be ac-
complished.  

c) Each of us is called to a change of heart by 
our Baptism. We need to renew that call to-
day, early in 2021 - and then renew it every 
day to come. (Franciscan Media, Sunday Homily 
Helps: 3 rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, January 24th , 
2021, Series B Readings, Lectionary #68)  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN 
UNITY SERVICE  
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service 
is scheduled for Wednesday, January 27th at 
7:00 p.m. at Zion Pentecostal Church. The link 
for preregistration is:  
https://reopen.church/r/hmxmchFL  
 
APPOINTMENTS 

To help prevent the spread of the COVID-19 vi-
rus, we are monitoring the amount of traffic 
within the Parish offices. Therefore, we ask that 
you call ahead of time if you wish to meet with 
the priest outside of emergencies.  
 
ST. ANNE'S GUILD MEETING 
Due to last week's meeting being cancelled, St. 
Anne's Guild meeting will be going ahead this 
Sunday, January 27th, at 2:30 p.m. The meeting 
will be held at St. Anne's Hall. 
 
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS ARE RE-
CRUITING NEW MEMBERS. 
If you are 18 years of age and a practicing Catho-
lic then you are eligible to join this dynamic or-
ganization with over 2 million members world-

wide. Knights of Columbus members are heavily 
involved in charitable works such as food bank, 
annual Christmas dinner, and community café. 

Members also serve as a  foundation of support 
to all major projects in our Parish, particularly 
during this time of pandemic. In addition, the 

order offers a world class insurance program for 
the protection of brother knights and their fami-
lies.  You can join your local Council directly or 

join online for free until June 30, 2021. For more 
information please contact Clyde Russell at 709-
721-0127 or Bob Miller at 709-643-2632. 


