Christmas Edition, December 2020
Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday: 6:00 p.m.
Sunday: 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Mass Schedule
Monday—Friday: 10:30 a.m.

Note: Weekday Masses are streamed on Facebook at 10:30 a.m.
daily. Commencing January 1st, weekday Masses will resume in
church.

Pastor’s Message:
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:

“The people who walked in darkness have
seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness – on them light has shined.” (Is.
9:2) For many of us, light and darkness have
been at battle, fear and hope have been at
play.
We have pondered the reason for our hope,
the light at the end of the tunnel. More than
what we have left behind, more than a simple
return to former patterns.
Time and time again, we have called on God
to intervene: “O that you would tear open the
heavens and come down.” (Is. 64:1) Time and
time again we ask God to show us his face
and bring us repentance.
May this Christmas be a time of genuine encounter, a hope that extends beyond appearances and a love that reaches out beyond the
boundaries of our own life. May we come to
rejoice in Christ once more.
To you, and all your loved ones, God’s joy at
Christmas and God’s blessings on the New
Year.
Fraternally in Christ, Bishop Bart van Roijen
Bishop of Corner Brook and Labrador

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Stephen’s.
Christmas is a day for us to remember God’s merciful love.
Through Jesus, we come to know who God really is – He is Love.
God’s love is extended to everyone.
In Jesus, we are given a home – a place where we experience forgiveness, mercy, and love. This is what we celebrate on Christmas:
God, our welcoming Father, giving us a place in His heart.
As we celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord, we remember
how God first gave a home to the homeless by being born in a stable. As we re-create the stable, I ask that you take part in providing
a “roof” for the Holy Child. This Christmas, let us be mindful of
those who are in need of our welcome – a family member, a friend,
a co-worker, a fellow parishioner. Let us make room in our hearts
for forgiveness and love and reach out to them.
Pope Francis keeps reminding us not to forget the poor. During this
season of giving, let us also find time to help the needy. Let us extend God’s gift generously by helping in one of the foodbanks, preparing a meal or a food basket for a family in need, or visiting the
sick. Through these simple actions we are able to bring Christ to
others this Christmas. Retired clergy, the parish volunteers, the
staff and I, promise to keep you in our prayers in a very special way
during this great season of giving. May the Gracious God, who has
gifted us with His Son, bless you and your family now and always.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Yours in Christ

A Christmas letter from Jesus

Dearly beloved....

Greetings of joy and peace
to you, to your family and
to your loved ones. A
caring word of love and
prayer to you from your
faithful friend and humble
servant of the Lord, Fr.
Ray.
This is a season to be
happy and joyful, and a
million reasons to celebrate
the life renewed in the
Saviour. A reason to
forgive and a season to be
moved with love; a reason
to wish and a season to
pray; a reason to cherish
life and a season to
practice goodness; a
reason to live and a
season to cherish hope; a
reason to wonder and a
season to be brighter in
spirit; a reason to feel and
a season to kneel with
reverence and respect. It is
a time when we all share
the gift of peace. Let there
be good health, happiness,
prosperity, success and
purpose. May your future
life be doubled in the
blessings to come and
wishing you many more
good things. A very Merry
Christmas and a brighter
New Year!

When you look for me at Christmas, You won’t need a special star.
I’m no longer just in Bethlehem, I’m right here where you are.
You may not be aware of me amid the celebrations.
You’ll have to look beyond the stars, And all the decorations.
But if you take a moment from your list of things to do.
To close your eyes and say a prayer, I’m waiting here for you.
You’re the one I want to be with, You’re the reason that I came!
And you’ll find me in the stillness, Where I’m whispering your name.
Anonymous

Make sure you test positive for Faith
Keep a distance from Doubt,
and isolate From Fear.
Trust God through it all.

Note of thanks from Father Kris: A special thank you to the devoted members of
the various ministries in our parish. The giving of your time, talent and treasure to the
Lord continues to bear fruit for the Kingdom of God. I am so grateful for all you do! I
am grateful to God for placing you in my life. Maybe the Christmas message this year
should be a challenge for all of us to become more involved. It is not so much a question of giving more; it is a question of giving more of ourselves. After all, that’s what
God was doing when he got involved with us and our world at the first Christmas.
Please consider volunteering on one of the following committees.

Parish Council: Chair, Debbie Wilton
This council consists of 12 elected members who assist the pastor’s administration of the
Parish with recommendations and advice on all matters.
Finance Committee: Chair, Rosa Dollard
This committee consists of five parishioners plus the Parish Priest and associate. The role of
the Committee is to provide advice to the Pastor on all financial matters pertaining to the
administration of the Parish. In addition, a minimum of two parishioners meet with the Parish
Secretary on a weekly basis to count incoming monies and prepare the bank deposit. The
committee prepares an annual budget and monitors all revenue and expenses on an ongoing
basis. The Committee is responsible for preparing the annual financial report for presentation
to parishioners.

Faith Development Committee: Chair, Peggy Snow
This committee is a part of the spiritual leadership of St. Stephen’s Parish. The Faith Development Committee was set up to
encourage the faith development of parishioners. The goals of the Committee are: (1) to strengthen family faith life and sustain the
faith life of each child; (2) to encourage the faith development of parishioners and provide an opportunity for adults in the practice
and deepening of the Faith; and (3) to nurture a culture of prayer and spirituality in the parish.
St. Stephen’s Liturgy Committee: Chair, Bernice Maddock
This Committee functions to oversee the preparation, coordination and evaluation of liturgies for all liturgical seasons. Meetings
usually occur once a month to address any needs or concerns put forward by the parish, the coordinators, or any member of the
congregation. This committee consists of the Parish Priest and coordinators for the following ministries: Communion Ministers,
Readers, Music, Altar Servers, Gift Bearers, Sacristans, Stewardship, Seasonal Decorating, Children’s Liturgy, Hospitality and
Bereavement.
Hillside Interfaith Cemetery: Chair, Maurice Hynes
The chair represents St. Stephen’s Parish at cemetery planning and financial meetings. This representation is to ensure that
concerns of the parish are brought to the Interfaith Cemetery Committee and to brief the Parish Council on projects undertaken by
the Committee.
St. Stephen’s Cemetery Committee (West Street): Chair, Joe Eckart
This Committee is responsible for ensuring that the Rules and Guidelines common to (closed) cemeteries are adhered to. The
Committee sees that the grounds are neatly kept and free of litter. It also covers the cost of mowing. A monument in memory of the
deceased was erected in 2017; a project financed by the Committee and donations from parishioners and former parish members.
Responsible Ministries: Chair, Theresa Dollimont
The purpose of this ministry is to ensure that anyone volunteering or working in our own Parish has the proper code of conduct
documents for the particular ministry in which they are involved. This can range from a Covenant of Care (which all volunteers and
employees must sign) to court, police, and vulnerable sector checks, depending on the risk factor of the ministry.

Development and Peace: Chair, John Hanratty
This Committee is the national organization for the Catholic Church in Canada that works with and for those in need around the
world. Every year it encourages parishioners to support its work through Share Lent and Solidarity Sunday. From time to time, local
workshops are also offered so interested people can learn more about developing countries and initiatives in them.
Grand Knight: Clyde Russell
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Council 3742 of the Knights of Columbus is involved in all aspects of Parish life to include: serving at
Mass, Rosary Program, Keep Christ in Christmas, Light up for Christ, Church and Rectory repairs. The Council also provides
financial support to the Parish and to the clergy that serve. They are also engaged in numerous community charitable works, a well
known one being the Annual Christmas Day Dinner.
St. Anne’s Guild: Chair, Millicent Penton
St. Anne's Guild is an association of Catholic women that has supported St. Stephen's Parish both spiritually and financially since its
inception in 1907. The Guild's motto is to serve the Church, the Family, and the Parish under the protection of its Patroness, Good
St. Anne.
Stewardship Committee: Chair, Fran Campbell
We are all Stewards for our Church Community. Stewardship is your time, talent, and treasure. Time - When you volunteer for your
Church Community. Talent - anything you do to help. Treasure - Your offerings each Sunday and any other financial support you
give to the church.
Building & Maintenance Committee: Chair, Debbie Wilton
This committee is responsible for overseeing the external and internal
issues relating to the properties of St Stephen's Parish.

Thank you to J.M. Delaney Ltd. For sponsoring our newsletter.

