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MARRIAGES.  Six months notice is required; a year’s notice is recommended. 
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION- Will be starting again on September 26, at 7:00  Please call to register. 

MASS FOR THE SICK-The First Friday of every month 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT.  The 3rd Sunday of the month beginning at  
2:00 P.M. and ending with Benediction at 4:00 P.M  
 
PRAYER MEETINGS:  
St. Stephen’s Prayer Group — Wednesday at 7:45 P.M. in the Parish Meeting Room.   
Word & Spirit Prayer Group — Tuesday at 8:00 P.M. in St. Anne’s Hall. 
 
OFFICE HOURS:  MONDAY - 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm 
   TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY  8:30 am - 4:30 pm,  
   FRIDAY - 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM   CLOSED DAILY  12:00 - 1:00 PM 

MARIA REGINA PARISH  SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY MASSES 
Saturday Evening - 6:00 P.M. 
Sunday Morning -10:30 A.M. 

 

ROSARY  
Saturdays from 11:00 am  
RECONCILIATION   

Saturdays at 3:00 P.M.; or anytime by request 

ST. STEPHEN’S PARISH SCHEDULE 

 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday - 4:30 P.M 
Sunday - 9:00 A.M. 

 

REGULAR WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday and Wednesday at 7:00 P.M.. 

Tuesday, Thursday and  Friday at 9:30 A.M. 
Thursday Adoration 10 A.M.  -  12 NOON 
1st Friday - Acadian Village - 2:00 P.M. 

3rd Friday - Silverwood Manor - 2:30 P.M. 

St. Stephen’s Parish 
78 West Street, Stephenville, NL, A2N 1E4 
Tel (709) 643-2523  -  Fax (709) 643-9745 
Email: st.stephens.parish@nf.sympatico.ca 
Web: www.ststephensparish.com  

December 8,  2019        Second  Sunday of Advent 
  
John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
Matthew 3: 1-2 
  

 Prophet for our planet 
  
She is an awkward, 15-year-old girl with few friends who lives far from the centers of power. She struggles 
with Asperger’s, can be very intense, painfully quiet and speaks in a cool, flat voice, almost blank in its af-
fect. But what she has read about the changes in our earth’s climate and environment has scared her; what she 
fears and how little she sees being done about the crisis has led her to spark a revolution among her generation 
with hand-made signs in Swedish: “School Strike for Climate.”  
  
Last March 1.4 million school children around the world responded to her call. At her urging, school children 
and young adults have continued to march and demonstrate, demanding that political leaders respond to the 
environmental crisis that threatens the planet we all share.  
This fall, she traveled from her home in Sweden to New York — by boat, not by plane — to speak before the 
United Nations. She called the nations and peoples of the world accountable for the catastrophic effects of cli-
mate change, just as the window for avoiding devastating warming, scientists warn, is almost closed. 
  
She’s been sharply criticized in some circles for her stand, dismissed by some as a naive, uninformed teenage 
girl. And she readily acknowledges that she is not a scientist and avoids the politics that surround issue. But 
her message at the U.N. was clear: “We are in the beginning of a mass extinction, and all you can talk about is 
money and fairy tales of eternal economic growth. The eyes of future generations are upon you, and if you 
choose to fail us, I say we will never forgive you.” 
  
And she “lives” her call for change by living an exemplary low-carbon life — abjuring plane travel, eating 
vegan, denouncing consumerism. 
  
To millions of teenagers and young adults, Greta Thunberg is their face and voice, a prophet for our good 
earth. 
  
In our time, God continues to raise up men and women like John the Baptist to proclaim God’s word of 
justice and peace in our broken, divided world. For many young people, Greta Thunberg is a prophet, 
however unlikely, who raises her small voice to the cause of climate change, not only speaking her mes-
sage but living it. God calls every one of us to work of the prophet: to “proclaim” God’s love and mercy 
in our own Advent times and places.   
  
She owes her dream job to her ability to wait in the spirit of Advent. 
 We think of “waiting” as wasted time: prevented from moving while we wait for someone else to 
act. But the season of Advent calls us to more “creative” waiting: envisioning what is to come and mak-
ing it possible for that vision to be realized. Waiting to become, to realize, to complete, to restore is all 
part of the human experience — and though such waiting can be agonizing, frustrating, and terrifying, 
Advent is about waiting in hope, anticipating the good that is possible and purpose that can be fulfilled 
in the dawning of God’s Christ.  
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RECEIVED WITH THANKS NOV 30- DEC 1: 
Offertory                                                  $      2391.35 
Shepherds fund                                        $       594.00 
Insurance                                                 $         25.00  
St. Vincent De Paul Concert                    $     2263.00 
 
SCENT-FREE: Please be aware that some  
people have allergic reactions to perfumes and oth-
er scents. Your cooperation in this matter is greatly 
appreciated! 
 
STEWARDSHIP COFFEE TIME:  

Will take place on the following Sunday after Mass 
in the downstairs meeting room of the Church. 
Please join us for a tea or coffee, a sandwich or a 
cookie as we gather together in Fellowship!  
January 19, 2019 
 
2020 SUNDAY MISSALS :Are now available at 
the back of the Church or at the office cost is $5.00. 
 
CHILDREN'S 2020 SUNDAY MISSALS:  
Are now available at the office cost is $10.00 . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4YOUTH:  December 12 is the Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. In 1531, a poor Aztec Indian named Juan 

Diego claimed to have seen a vision of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Miracles were performed as a sign of 
her identity: roses bloomed in December, Juan’s dy-
ing uncle was cured, and Mary’s image came to be 
imprinted on Juan’s shawl, an image which should 
have disintegrated within years but which still exists 
today. Our Lady of Guadalupe was named Patroness 
of the Americas and Empress of Latin America by 
Pope John Paul II in 1999. Because her image on 
Juan’s shawl shows her as the God-bearer, pregnant 
with her Divine Son, she was also named Protectress 
of the Unborn Child. This would be a good week to 
say a special prayer for an end to abortion. 
 
ADVENT BIBLE STUDY: Every Friday of Decem-
ber – Dec. 13, 20, 27 at 7:30 Parish Basement Fr. 
White is conducting a Bible Study – all are welcome, 
and snacks are always provided. Read the Word of 
God, explore, and present your own questions. 
 
ADVENT WREATH PRAYER: 
Heavenly Father, As light comes from the candles of 
our Advent Wreath, may the blessing of Jesus Christ 
come to us, warming our hearts and brightening our 
way.  May Christ our Saviour bring life into the dark-
ness of this world, and to us, as we wait for his com-
ing. Amen 
 
CLEANING OF CHURCH: You can help on Tues-
day, December 17 after mass. Bring along cloths and 
buckets. LUNCH IS PROVIDED. Many hands 
make light work.  
CANCELLATION OF DAILY MASS: With the 
winter approaching us we want to remind you, as is 
the practise throughout the diocese and in all par-
ishes, including the cathedral parish, daily mass 
will be cancelled on days when schools are 

closed. If school is closed for the morning and 
morning mass has been scheduled, mass too is 
cancelled. If schools are closed for the afternoon, 
any evening masses scheduled are also cancelled .. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MANY THANKS: Our annual St. Vincent de Paul 
Concert was a wonderful success again this year. 
Thanks is extended to everyone who helped out in 
anyway. Special appreciation is extended to our con-
cert coordinator, Aldonna O’Keefe, who did an 
amazing job, our MC for the evening, Colleen 
Ryan  and to all the musicians without whom the 
concert would not be possible.  
I also wish to thank everyone who came out to sup-
port this worthwhile cause. Many thanks to all.  
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society collection on December 4th. 
Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 
Blessings, Father Chris. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION ST. STE-
PHEN'S PARISH: Will be on Dec 16 at 7:00pm. So 
please note that the regular mass will be at 9:30am on 
that day. 
 
ST. ANNE'S GUILD: St. Anne's Guild extends a 
sincere thank you to all those who contributed to the 
success of their afternoon tea, craft/bake sale on Sun-
day Dec 1. Winners of the prizes were: Mary 
O'Quinn - Door prize, Gloria Benoit - Santa/
Reindeer/fruit cake, Carmel Delahnty - hooked rug 
and Doris White - Basket of preserves. 
 
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS: Contributions toward 
the Christmas Flowers will be greatly appreciated. 
 
 BUS FOR THE BISHOP'S INSTALLATION: 
Bus will be leaving St. Stephen's Parish on Dec 12 at 
5:00pm. If you still wish to go please sign up by Dec 
8. 
 THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION:  
The Church celebrates the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception on December 8 (observed this year on 
December 9 so as not to coincide with a Sunday). 
This Feast actually refers to the dogma that Mary was 
without original sin from the very moment of her 
conception and does not celebrate Mary’s conception 
of Christ through the action of the Holy Spirit, as 
many people mistakenly believe.  

The Church teaches that the Immaculate Conception 
was a grace given by God to the Virgin Mary. Mary, 
like all humanity, was redeemed by Christ’s saving 
grace but, unlike the rest of humanity, her redemption 
occurred at the moment she was conceived in her 
mother’s womb. Two parishes in our Diocese are 
named in honour of the Immaculate Conception: Im-
maculate Conception Parish in Deer Lake and the 
Cathedral of the Most Holy Redeemer and of the Im-
maculate Conception in Corner Brook. 
 
ADVENT PROJECT:  For Advent, we, the mem-
bers of Maria Regina Parish, are creating and deliver-
ing Christmas gift bags for some isolated members of 
our community. Each bag at the back of the church 
has a list of items - take a look, choose any item you 
like for one bag, check it off, and bring that item for 
that bag. They will be hand-delivered with the Christ-
mas wishes of your Parish. 
 
CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PARTY:  Children’s 
Christmas party will take place on Sun Dec 15, 2019 
from 2:00-4:00pm. This will take place at the 
Knights of Columbus on west street in Stephenville. 
This is open to Children and Grandchildren of mem-
bers in good standing. The names of Children/Grand 
Children attending must be submitted.  

LITURGY COMMITTEE: There will be a liturgy 
committee meeting on December 10, 2019 at 
10:15am. 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR  
THE WEEK OF Dec 9-Dec 13 
 
MONDAY DEC 9, 7:00 P.M. 
For the late Lucy Macquarrie 
For the late Bruce & Cormier families  
For the intentions of Autumn Parsons 
 
TUESDAY DEC 10, 9:30 A.M. 
For the late Michelle Lee 
For the late James W. Young 
  
WEDNESDAY DEC 11, 9:30 A.M. 
For the late Bernard & Mary Aucoin 
For the intentions of the Webb family 
 
THURSDAY DEC 12, 9:30 A.M. 
For the late Jamie Parsons  
For the late Arthur Swyers Jr. 
For the intentions of Edna Harnett 
 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SCHEDULE 
  

December 2019  
Please note that on Mondays it will be at St. 

Anne's Hall otherwise in the church basement. 
Confirmation classes are at St. Anne's Hall 

Year 2 (Group A), Monday, Dec 09 at 6:00 pm 
Year 2 (Group B), Tuesday, Dec10 at 6:00 pm 
Year 3 & 4  Monday, Dec 23 at 6:00 pm 
Year 5 & 6, Thursday, Dec 19 at 6:00 pm 

   


