
December 29, 2019                                     Holy family of Jesus and Joseph 

APOSTOLIC ADMINISTRATOR OF CORNER BROOK & LABRADOR: Most Rev. Peter Hundt 
Administrator:  Rev. Krishnarao Mekala (Chris)    Associate: Rev A.H White  
Email: fatherchrisstsp78@gmail.com  Email: fatherahwhite@gmail.com 
PARISH COUNCIL CHAIR     FINANCE COMMITTEE CHAIR 
Warren Quinton      Rosa Dollard 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION     SECRETARY 
Kelly Samms       Carolyn O’Quinn  
RESPONSIBLE MINISTRY COORDINATOR: Theresa Dollimont 
LITURGY COORDINATOR: Bernice Maddock 
Knights of Columbus - Grand Knight Clyde Russell 4th Degree Assembly - Faithful Navigator Bob Miller 
St. Anne’s Guild - President Millicent Penton 

MARRIAGES.  Six months notice is required; a year’s notice is recommended. 
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION- Will be starting again on September 26, at 7:00  Please call to register. 

MASS FOR THE SICK-The First Friday of every month 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT.  The 3rd Sunday of the month beginning at  
2:00 P.M. and ending with Benediction at 4:00 P.M  
 
PRAYER MEETINGS:  
St. Stephen’s Prayer Group — Wednesday at 7:45 P.M. in the Parish Meeting Room.   
Word & Spirit Prayer Group — Tuesday at 8:00 P.M. in St. Anne’s Hall. 
 
OFFICE HOURS:  MONDAY - 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm 
   TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY  8:30 am - 4:30 pm,  
   FRIDAY - 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM   CLOSED DAILY  12:00 - 1:00 PM 

MARIA REGINA PARISH  SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY MASSES 
Saturday Evening - 6:00 P.M. 
Sunday Morning -10:30 A.M. 

 

ROSARY  
Saturdays from 11:00 am  
RECONCILIATION   

Saturdays at 3:00 P.M.; or anytime by request 

ST. STEPHEN’S PARISH SCHEDULE 

 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday - 4:30 P.M 
Sunday - 9:00 A.M. 

 

REGULAR WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday and Wednesday at 7:00 P.M.. 

Tuesday, Thursday and  Friday at 9:30 A.M. 
Thursday Adoration 10 A.M.  -  12 NOON 
1st Friday - Acadian Village - 2:00 P.M. 

3rd Friday - Silverwood Manor - 2:30 P.M. 

St. Stephen’s Parish 
78 West Street, Stephenville, NL, A2N 1E4 
Tel (709) 643-2523  -  Fax (709) 643-9745 
Email: st.stephens.parish@nf.sympatico.ca 
Web: www.ststephensparish.com  

December 29,  2019     Holy family of Jesus and Joseph 
 
“Rise, take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you.” 
Matthew 2: 13-15, 19-23 
  
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 
John 1: 1-18 
  
  
A family’s escape to Egypt 
  
They travel at night. She nuzzles their infant daughter against her, he carries a bag with a few 
necessities for the baby; their only worldly possessions are in his backpack. They are desperate 
to escape this place that is no longer home. Violence has shattered their lives. They are marked 
by their tribe, their language, their social class, their poverty. 
  
Or they’re crammed into a truck or car with far too many miles on it. His job moved somewhere 
else, so they’re on the move to find work and maybe settle into the life every parent wants for 
their children. 
  
Or the “journey” is traveled not along a rocky road but within a broken heart: trying to find 
one’s way as a single parent after a spouse’s death or divorce, taking on a world difficult 
enough for a couple let alone a single woman or man. The journey is a painful juggling of emo-
tions and practicalities in the course of a night that seems will never see dawn. 
  
What drives them along this dangerous road is hope: hope for a safe harbor to raise their chil-
dren, hope for work to support themselves and their families, hope that they might reclaim their 
dignity as human beings. 
  
So they run from the brutality and cruelty of “Herod,” seeking to make a new life in whatever 
Egypt they can find. 
  
A different place and time, but the same journey.   
  
The Gospel of Mary and Joseph’s escape to Egypt has been lived by countless families 
in every place and time. This Christmas, Mary, Joseph and the Child are escaping 
gangs in Guatemala, running from militant terrorist groups in Syria, fleeing govern-
ment police in nations throughout Africa and Asia. The Holy Family is Christian, Jew-
ish, Islam, and every religious and spiritual sect; the Holy Family is white, black, 
brown, yellow; the Holy Family speaks every tongue and dialect on earth. At Christ-
mas, as we celebrate the gift of our own families, Matthew’s Gospel on this Feast of 
the Holy Family confronts us with the struggles of many families and God’s call to us, 
as their brothers and sisters, to make a place for them where they will find safety, 
justice and dignity as God’s own.   

mailto:st.stephens.parish@nf.sympatico.ca
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RECEIVED WITH THANKS Dec 24/25: 
Christmas/Christmas Eve                      $       6078.60 
Advent Folders                                      $       1301.00 
Offertory                                               $        4501.00 
 
SCENT-FREE: Please be aware that some  
people have allergic reactions to perfumes and oth-
er scents. Your cooperation in this matter is greatly 
appreciated! 
 
SANCTURAY CANDLE: In memory of John Hann 
as requested by Rosemary & Desmond Hann 
 
2020 SUNDAY MISSALS :Are now available at 

the back of the Church or at the office cost is $5.00. 
 
CHILDREN'S 2020 SUNDAY MISSALS:  
Are now available at the office cost is $10.00 . 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE CLOSED: Office will be closed on Thurs-

day January 1, 2020 for New Years Day. 
 
CANCELLATION OF DAILY MASS: With the 
winter approaching us we want to remind you, as is 
the practise throughout the diocese and in all par-
ishes, including the cathedral parish, daily mass 
will be cancelled on days when schools are 
closed. If school is closed for the morning and 
morning mass has been scheduled, mass too is 
cancelled. If schools are closed for the afternoon, 
any evening masses scheduled are also cancelled .. 

 
 
 
 

THANKING ALL THE VOLUNTEERS:  
Thank you to all wonderful volunteers at St. Ste-
phen's Parish throughout the 2019. Your names and 
roles are too numerous to mention! On behalf of the 
parish I deeply appreciate the hands, hearts, spirit and 
sometimes sweat that is offered for the benefit of our 
parish and parishioners. Your time, talent and treas-
ure are truly appreciated. God bless you all. Once 
again thank you for everything.  
 
PARISH CONCERNS: If you have a concern in 
the Parish, we are always willing to listen. Whether 
by e-mail, telephone, or letter, you have the right to 
express your needs and ideas. However, the Parish is 
only able to respond to written concerns if they are 
signed. We are not capable of answering to anony-
mous correspondence.  

 
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP: Meetings take 
place at St. Anne’s Hall the first Wednesday of each 
month,  at 7:30 p.m. For more information please 
call all Joan at 643-3425 or Joyce at 643-3021. 

 
OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS (OA): Are you 
struggling with unhealthy eating behaviours? We 
are a support group whose program is based on 
physical, emotional and spiritual healing. We are a 
Twelve Step program for serious eating problems. 
Call 709-738-1742, email info.oa.nl@gmail.com 
or visit our website: oanl.org.  
 
 
STEPHENVILLE FOOD BANK: For the Month 
of October coffee and tea is the requested item but 
any donations of food are greatly appreciated.  
 
STEWARDSHIP COFFEE TIME: Will take 

place on Sunday Jan 19, 2019 after Mass in the 
downstairs meeting room of the Church at St. Ste-
phen's Parish. Please join us for a tea or coffee, a 
sandwich or a cookie as we gather together in Fel-
lowship!  

 
COMMUNITY CAFÉ: 

Continuing every 3rd Thursday of the month the 
Knights of Columbus will be hosting the Community 
Cafe at the Santa Maria Club from 11:00 AM – 1:00 
PM. If you are interested in volunteering for this 
event and making a difference in the lives of many in 
our community please call Bob Miller at 643-2632 or 
Clyde Russell at 721-0127. 
 
 THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS: 
The song “The Twelve Days of Christmas” was writ-
ten to be a kind of secret catechism at a time when 
Catholicism was outlawed. Each verse refers to a 
teaching of church doctrine — with Christ being the 
partridge and the “True Love” being God the Father, 
who gave us all gifts. The twelve days of Christmas 
begin on Christmas Day, December 25th and end at 
Epiphany, January 6th. 
Partridge in a pear tree: Jesus. 
Two turtledoves: the Old and New Testaments. 
Three French hens: faith, hope and love. 
Four calling birds: the four Gospels. 
Five gold rings: the first five books of the Old Testa-
ment. 
Six geese a-laying: the six days of creation. 
Seven swans a-swimming: the seven gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Eight maids a-milking: the eight Beatitudes. 
Nine ladies dancing: the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit. 
Ten lords a-leaping: the Ten Commandments. 
Eleven pipers piping: the eleven faithful Apostles. 
Twelve drummers drumming: the twelve points of 
belief in the Apostles Creed. 
 
Pope Francis’ 10 New Year’s Resolutions for You. 
 
Have you made any New Year’s resolutions? If not, 
there's still time, and Pope Francis has some ideas for 
you. 
 
1. “Take care of your spiritual life, your relationship 
with God, because this is the backbone of everything 
we do and everything we are.” 

 
2. “Take care of your family life, giving your children 
and loved ones not just money, but most of all your 
time, attention and love.”  
 
3. “Take care of your relationships with others, trans-
forming your faith into life and your words into good 
works, especially on behalf of the needy.”  
 
4. “Be careful how you speak, purify your tongue of 
offensive words, vulgarity and worldly decadence.”  
 
5. “Heal wounds of the heart with the oil of for-
giveness, forgiving those who have hurt us and medi-
cating the wounds we have caused others.”  
 
6. “Look after your work, doing it with enthusiasm, 
humility, competence, passion and with a spirit that 
knows how to thank the Lord.”  
 
7. “Be careful of envy, lust, hatred and negative feel-
ings that devour our interior peace and transform us 
into destroyed and destructive people.”  
 
8. “Watch out for anger that can lead to vengeance; 
for laziness that leads to existential euthanasia; for 
pointing the finger at others, which leads to pride; 
and for complaining continually, which leads to des-
peration.”  
 
9. “Take care of brothers and sisters who are weaker 
… the elderly, the sick, the hungry, the homeless and 
strangers, because we will be judged on this.” 
 
10. “Making sure your Christmas is about Jesus and 
not about shopping.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR  
THE WEEK OF DEC 30 - JAN 3 
 
MONDAY DEC 30, 10:00 A.M. 
For the late Raymond L Hynes 
For the late John & Bridget Ridgley  
For the intentions of  Byron McCabe 
 
TUESDAY DEC 31, 6:00 P.M. 
For the late For the late Bruce & Cormier families 
For the intentions of Jason Chaffey & Staff 
For the intentions of  Reg & Steven Hynes 
 
WEDNESDAY JAN 1, 10:30 A.M. 
For the late Fred & Dot White 
For the late John Hann 
For the late Robert & Isbell Foley 
  
THURSDAY JAN 2, 9:30 A.M. 
For the late Jim Aylward & Isabel Benoit 
For the late Robert Shaw 
For the intentions Jake Stephen 
 
FRIDAY JAN 3, 9:30A.M. 
For the late Verne Abbott 
For the intentions of Alicia Campbell 
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