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MARRIAGES.  Six months notice is required; a year’s notice is recommended. 
BAPTISM PREPARATION-    Please call to register. 

 
PRAYER MEETINGS:  
St. Stephen’s Prayer Group and  Word & Spirit Prayer Group Meetings have been cancelled until further 
notice due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY - 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm,  
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY  8:30 am - 4:30 pm,  FRIDAY - 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM   
CLOSED DAILY  12:00 - 1:00 PM 

MARIA REGINA PARISH  SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY MASSES 
Saturday Evening - 6:00 P.M. 
Sunday Morning -10:30 A.M. 

 

REGULAR WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday and Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 9:30 a.m. 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PARISH SCHEDULE 

 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday - 4:30 P.M 
Sunday - 9:00 A.M. 

 

 
ROSARY  

Saturdays at 11:00 am  
RECONCILIATION   

By Appointment  
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REFLECTION CAPSULE FOR THE DAY 
 

The forests of northern Europe and Asia are home to a little animal called 
the ermine, characterized by its snow-white fur. Some countries have the 
state robes of the judges lined with this fur, the white fur being a symbol 
of honour and purity. 
 
The Ermine will do anything to safeguard its fur. Fur hunters however 
take advantage of this weakness. Rather than using a snare to catch the 
ermine, hunters will smear filth on the entrance and the interior of its 
house. When chased by the hunting dogs, the ermine seeks refuge from 
his home, only to find it spoiled. It is unwilling to spoil his pure white fur 
coat. And so, the ermine makes a choice; to give in to the hungry and 
fierce dogs or to spoil the purity of the white fur! 
 
A choice is made - to preserve purity, even at the cost of one's life! 
 
Every Christian is expected to do the same; to preserve the purity of one's 
holiness even at the cost of one's life, to let go of his earthly desires to win 
the prize of heavenly salvation 
Jesus never shied away from the Time. He came into this world for this 
Hour. Death was the goal of His Life and the gold that He was seeking. 
He invites His followers to also make this choice to lose one's life, in or-
der to gain life in Him; to die to oneself in order to bear much fruits.  
 
What are the implications of losing our life in order to gain life in Him? 
By letting go of a life of sinful habits and tendencies, we are making holi-
ness and sanctity our lifestyle. We are seeking to put an end to our tendencies to self-boast or feed our 
pride and instead engaging in acts of humility and giving space for God's Mercy. We are letting go of our 
stubborn nature in reconciling with others and trying to foster relationships based on self-giving and self-
sacrifice. 
 
By our Baptism we have been blessed with the white robe of holiness and purity; our Sacramental life 
keeps it unstained. The world, on the other hand, constantly seeks to malign our pure robes by its lures of 
impurity and filth. The mother of Jesus, Mary, did not desert her purity and holiness. Rather she protected 
it with devotion and conviction that God will surely reward salvation.  
 
Like the ermine, we are faced with a choice; to surrender to the hungry and fierce world or to spoil the 
purity of holiness. Yes, we need to make a choice - constantly, and at every moment - a choice to pre-
serve purity, even at the cost of one's life! 
 
The first woman sinned and died. The first woman in the New Testament - full of grace- favoured one of 
God, was assumed in to heaven. Purity and holiness is what makes one to be beside God, like the angels 
and saints. Let us strive to protect our fur of great human values. Becoming another Christ to world and 
not deserting the will of the Father, but remaining faithful even until death. His holiness and pure divinity 
not lost.    



CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
August 8th - $1,760.00 
 
SCENT-FREE 
Please be aware that some people have 
allergic reactions to perfumes and other 
scents. Your cooperation in this matter 
is greatly appreciated. 
 
MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday, August 16th 

For the late Norma O’Quinn 
For the deceased members of the Dormo-
dy Family 
Special Intentions 
Tuesday, August 17th 

For the late Norma O’Quinn 
Wednesday, August 18th 

For the late Nicholas Pittman 
For the late Gloria Stock 
Thursday, August 19th 

For the late Nicholas Pittman 
Friday, August 20th 

For the late Damian Drake 
For the late Emmett & Mary Dunphy 
 
BAPTISMAL PREPARATION 
If you wish to have your child Baptized, 
please call the office at 643-2523 to regis-
ter. Baptisms will be done by appointment 
only due to COVID-19.  
 
E-TRANSFERS 
Our parish welcomes your financial sup-
port. Envelopes can be dropped in the mail-
box of the Parish office door. Donations can 
also be made via email money transfer. The 
email address for e-transfers is stephenspar-
ish@gmail.com. If you wish to receive a tax 
receipt for your donation, please include 
your church envelope number in the com-
ment section of your money transfer. If you 

do not have an envelope number, please in-
clude your address so we can mail a receipt 
to you. Please note this email is for e-
transfers only. 
 
POPE’S INTENTION FOR AUGUST 
The Church—Let us pray for the Church, 
that she may receive from the Holy Spirit 
the grace and strength to reform herself in 
the light of the Gospel.  
 
ANNIVERSARY  BLESSINGS 
St. Stephen’s  Parish would like to wish 
William & Bernadine White a Happy 50th 
Wedding Anniversary and Pius & Sarah 
Tourout a Happy 65th Wedding Anniver-
sary. We wish you God’s blessings on your 
Golden Jubilee! 
 
PSALM 132 
This is a prayer of faithfulness based on 
Psalm 132. Psalm 132 was sung as the Ark 
of the Covenant was processed into the tem-
ple. The ark was carefully constructed to 
God’s specifications. This psalm remem-
bers the promises God made to David for 
his faithfulness. God is 
faithful to us also. This 
psalm is the responsori-
al psalm for the vigil 
Mass for the Assump-
tion of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary. Mary is the 
new ark of the cove-
nant, who bore the Lord inside her very 
self. A Prayer of Faithfulness based on 
Psalm 132: We try to do your will Lord. 
Please stay close to us. That is all we want. 
Your presence brings us joy. You are al-
ways faithful. You have blessed us in so 
many ways. You have chosen us. You have 
come to live with us. You have blessed us 

with food and shelter. You have shown us 
how to follow you. You are our hope and 
salvation. We praise you for your faithful-
ness. Amen. (Young Catholics) 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MASK DURING MASS 
As of midnight on Tuesday, August 10, 
Public Health has lifted the mandatory 
mask regulation. However, we ask our Pa-
rishioners to continue to wear their masks 
when entering and leaving the church, when 
walking freely around the church, and when 
coming forward to receive Communion. 
Once seated, Parishioners are free to re-
move their mask. We will review this regu-
lation again in the near future. We also ask 
that if Parishioners use the washroom in the 
back of the church, please sanitize all 
touched surfaces. Thank you for your assis-
tance in this matter. 
 
FALL FAIR 
In lieu of a Fall Fair this year, the Commit-
tee will be organizing a Walk-A-Thon to be 
held on Saturday, October 9th. More infor-
mation and sponsor sheets will be available 
early September. Please save the date! With 
your support we can make this worthwhile 
Parish event.  
 
BAY ST. GEORGE SICK CHILDREN’S 
FOUNDATION 
The Bay St. George Sick Children’s Foun-
dation will be holding their annual Sunday 
Bingo in aid of the Bay St. George Sick 
Children’s Foundation on August 29th, 2021 
at St. Stephen’s Parish Hall (Bingo Hall) at 
8:00 p.m. Bingo will be available for indoor 
and outdoor playing. 
 

OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH  
Our Lady of Mercy Church, Museum, Gift 
Shop and Tea Room is now open daily until 
August 27th, 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  Admis-
sions are $4 for the church and $3 for the 
Museum. Drop by for a church tour, browse 
through the Museum/Gift Shop, and enjoy a 
lunch in our Tea Room. 
 
FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF 
THE BLESSED VIRGIN  MARY 
Our Lady of Mercy Church, Port au Port 
West, will be celebrating the Feast of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on 
Sunday, August 15th, at 6:00 p.m. with His 
Excellency Bishop Bart officiating. We will 
also be reciting the Rosary prior to Mass at 
5:30 p.m. Priest will be available to those 
who wish to receive the Sacrament of Con-
fession from 5:30-6:00 p.m. Following 
Mass, we will be accepting donations for 
Our Lady of Mercy Church Restoration. 
Collection boxes will be 
placed at the back of the 
church for anyone wishing to 
donate to this cause. 
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