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MARRIAGES.  Six months notice is required; a year’s notice is recommended. 
BAPTISM PREPARATION-    Please call to register. 

 
PRAYER MEETINGS:  
St. Stephen’s Prayer Group and  Word & Spirit Prayer Group Meetings have been cancelled until further 
notice due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY - 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm,  
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY  8:30 am - 4:30 pm,  FRIDAY - 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM   
CLOSED DAILY  12:00 - 1:00 PM 

MARIA REGINA PARISH  SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY MASSES 
Saturday Evening - 6:00 P.M. 
Sunday Morning -10:30 A.M. 

 

REGULAR WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday and Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 9:30 a.m. 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PARISH SCHEDULE 

 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday - 4:30 P.M 
Sunday - 9:00 A.M. 

 

 
ROSARY  

Saturdays at 11:00 am  
RECONCILIATION   

By Appointment  
 

St. Stephen’s Parish 
78 West Street, Stephenville, NL, A2N 1E4 
Tel (709) 643-2523  -  Fax (709) 643-9745 
Email: st.stephens.parish@nf.sympatico.ca 
Web: www.ststephensparish.com  

April 4th, 2021               Easter Sunday 

 
 Today, we celebrate the Resurrection of Christ! Our readings today reveal 
how we can live out the joy of Easter all year long in our day-to-day lives. 
 
 Our Gospel portrays the third day after Jesus’ death when Mary of Mag-
dala visits Jesus’ tomb. Once she saw the stone removed, she ran to tell Simon 
Peter and John. They ran to the tomb as well, and upon seeing, they believed. 
We can tell the relationship that these disciples had with Jesus because of the 
way they responded about Him — they “ran.” Mary didn’t see the empty tomb 
and think, “someone else will figure it out.” Peter and John didn’t hear the news 
and think, “I will check on it later.” They each responded with conviction as 
they “ran” for Jesus.  
 
 We must ask ourselves, “Do I have a relationship with Christ to the point 
where I am running to Him each day?” The way these disciples responded is 
how we should respond to Christ. We must avoid complacency, and as inten-
tional disciples, we must stop rationalizing our choices by telling ourselves we 
will someday get around to putting God 
first. Every moment throughout our day is 
an opportunity to respond to God in grati-
tude, compassion and eagerness. And alt-
hough there will be moments when we do 
not “feel” like responding to Him, it is in 
those moments when we faithfully respond 
anyway that matters the most. 
 
 Let us celebrate this glorious day 
with prayer and feasting, for Christ is risen! 
And let us strive to carry this Easter joy 
with us all year long by how we respond to 
Christ each day. Happy Easter! 



RECEIVED WITH THANKS  
 
March 21—$6707.00 
March 28—$3162.00 
 
BAPTISMAL PREPARATION 
If you wish to have your child Baptized, please 
call the office at 643-2523 to register. Baptisms 
will be done by appointment only due to COVID
-19.  
 
E-TRANSFERS 
Our parish still welcomes your financial support. 
Envelopes can be dropped in the mailbox of the 
Parish office door. Donations can also be made 
via email money transfer. The email address for 
e-transfers is stephensparish@gmail.com. If you 
wish to receive a tax receipt for your donation, 
please include your church envelope number in 
the comment section of your money transfer. If 
you do not have an envelope number, please in-
clude your address so we can mail a receipt to 
you. Please note this email is for e-transfers only.  
 
HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS 
FOR APRIL 
Universal- Fundamental rights - We pray for 
those who risk their lives while fighting for fun-
damental rights under dictatorships, authoritarian 
regimes and even in democracies in crisis. 
 
THE EASTER SEASON 
Today we begin the great fifty days of Easter. 
Notably, each day this week is marked as a So-
lemnity of the Lord. The entire period is a time 
of great rejoicing. The Easter season runs until 
the Solemnity of Pentecost. 
 
DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE: SHARE 
LOVE, SHARE LENT 
Thank you for sharing love this Lenten season, 
you opened your hearts. St. Stephen’s Parish 
raised $801.50 for Development and Peace. This 
money will help sustain programs and projects 
that serve some of our most vulnerable sisters 
and brothers in the Global South! Thank you for 
your generosity, you can still donate at devp.org/
lent. 

 
4 YOUTH 
Easter is the most joyous celebration of our Cath-
olic faith. It is the special feast in the Christian 
calendar which defines us as Christians. Without 
Christ, there is no Christianity. What makes us 
Christians is our belief in the Resurrection of Je-
sus Christ and the promise of eternal life that the 
Resurrection promises. We are truly an Easter 
people! There’s a great video on YouTube 
called, Life, Death and Resurrection of Jesus 
Twitter Style that you might 
like to check out. 
 
REFLECTION - MOMENTS 
OF DEATH 
AND RESURRECTION 
As we go through life we all 
experience little 
deaths. We get a foretaste of 
death when we live in bitter-
ness, loneliness, sadness and despair. In times 
like these the world closes in on us, and we seem 
to have one foot in the grave. But we also experi-
ence little resurrections. When we know love, 
acceptance and forgiveness; when we open 
our hears to others and to life, the world opens 
up and we emerge from the tomb. Lord, may the 
splendour of your resurrection scatter the shad-
ows of death, and enable us to walk in radiant 
hope towards the kingdom where there are no 
more shattered hopes or broken dreams. (Flor 
McCarthy, New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies: 
Year B, Dominican Publications, Dublin 
(Ireland), p105) 
 
SCRIPTURE REFLECTION 
Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Colossians 3: 1-4; John 20: 
1-9  Today’s readings encourage us to let any 
judgements we have placed on 
others. 
1). Peter heard Jesus teach and 
witnessed many miracles. He ate and 
drank with Jesus. 
a) In today’s Gospel, we see Peter, 
standing in the empty tomb, surprised 

and silent. 
b) Peter, who had denied knowing Jesus 
three times, must have felt unworthy and 
fearful Like Peter, we may sometimes 
feel inadequate or undeserving to be 
disciples in the world today. 
c) Occasionally, we may have doubts and 
questions about our faith. We can turn to 
Scripture and prayer to help us grow 
closer to Jesus. By our participation in 
the sacraments, with God’s grace our 
faith becomes stronger. 
d) on entering the tomb after Peter, the 
beloved disciple sees and believes. We 
are all beloved disciples. 
e) The tomb is empty; Jesus is with His 
disciples in a new way. Like the 
disciples, we encounter Jesus, sometimes 
in surprising ways. 
 
2) St. Paul’s letter to the Colossians tells all of 
us that we are “hidden with Christ in God”. 
We are the Body of 
Christ alive in the world today. 
a) The Gospels emphasize how much 
Jesus wanted to be with people face-to-face. 
He revealed how much God values 
every person, regardless of ethnicity, 
gender or sinfulness 
b) Jesus could not be bound by 
earthly 
trappings of rich, gentile or Jew. 
Indeed, 
He has broken free from the 
bonds of 
death. The disciples will not find Him in 
the tomb. 
c) We know, however, that Jesus will 
find them in the coming days. The same way, 
Jesus is with us, even when we are not looking 
for Him. He is ready to meet us where we are. 
d) As much as the disciples grieve the death 
of their friend and teacher, their friend loves 
them even more that they know. These 
beloved friends will share stories of Jesus and 

announce the good news that He has risen 
from death. 
e) We cannot stand wide-eyed and silent, 
staring at the empty tomb. Our Easter 
celebration declares that we believe in the 
presence of Christ alive in the world. 
 
HOW CAN WE HELP YOU IN PRAYER 
THIS WEEK?  
Let us pray: Lord God, we have heard Your 
Word that brings salvation. Open our eyes and 
our ears, to recognize the One whose feast we 
celebrate today, the resurrection of your Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you, 
for ever and ever. Amen. (Resurrection Minis-
tries of the Congregation of the Resurrection On-
tario-Kentucky Province, Celebrating the Word, 
Waterloo (Ontario), p6) 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
FOOD FOR FAMILIES 
The "Food for Families " COVID Response 
funding ends on March 31st, 2021.  The Ste-
phenville Food Bank, operated by Stephenville 
Emergency Food Services, will continue to serve 
all clients for an additional month to April 30th, 
2021.  Effective May 1st, 2021 the Stephenville 
Food Bank will no longer be able to serve the 
communities of the Stephenville Crossing ar-
ea,  St. George's, and the Flat Bay area.  It is 
hoped that community groups in these areas will 
find a way to address any outstanding 
needs.  Thank you for your understanding. 


